AN EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

THAT, FOR aVOIDING OF DELAYS, WHICH BE
ALWAYS SUSPICIOUS, HE WILL EITHER SEND TO
MY LADY REGENT HIS SISTER, FULL AND UNRE-
STRAINED POWER BRIEFLY TO1 DELEGATE MINIS-
TERS TO COMMUNE AND CONCLUDE THE SAME
UPON REASONABLE CONDITIONS, OR ELSE WITH
DILIGENCE TO SEND GRANDVELLE OR2 COVOS inTO
FLANDERS, fully instructed of3 THE BOTTOM OF his
STOMACH, FOR PERFORMING OF THIS INDISSOL-
UBLE KNOT BETWEEN their Majesties and posterities,4
TO THE PERFORMING WHEREOF they MAY ASSURE
HIM5 on the King's BEHALF THAT THERE SHALL
NEITHER LACK GOOD WILL NOR SPEEDY EXPEDI-
TION, so that his Grace find THE SEMBLABLE corres-
pondence in the Emperor; AND THAT IT SHALL NOT .
STAND BY his Highness FOR LACK OF CONDESCEND-
ING TO A REASONABLE AID FOR MILAN, SO THAT,
AS REASON WOULD, his Grace MAY HAVE A REASON-
ABLE RECIPROQUE FOR IT.

FURTHERMORE, they MAY DECLARE UNTO THE
EMPEROR, IF IN COMMUNICATION ANY SLACKNESS TO.
BE LAID unTO his Grace, THAT IT WERE NO MARVEL
THOUGH his Highness DID DELAY; FOR his Grace was
BUT STRANGELY HANDLED BY HIS AGENTS, WITH
UNJUST AND UNREASONABLE6 DEMANDS, AND UN-
LIKE TO PROCEED OUT OF A WILLING HEART TO
CONCLUDE; and BESIDES THAT, WHO WOULD BE
GLAD TO PUT HIS FOOT IN THE BRIAR AND TAKE
THE WHOLE BURTHEN ON HIS NECK, THESE
WEIGHTY CAUSES7 AFORE REHEARSED, NOT BEING
OTHERWISE THAN his Grace knoweth PROVIDED FOR.

ALSO, THIS NEW RECONCILED AMITY OF OLD
ENEMIES NOW X ENTIRE FRIENDS8 X BLEW SO
STRANGE A BLAST IN his Grace's EARS, SO FAR FROM
THE SURETY OF THE EMPEROR'S SUCCESSION, THAT
IT HAD BEEN ENOUGH ALONE TO9 discourage His High-

1 TO CONCLUDE WITH AND         2 AND         3 WITH         * BETWEEN US AND OURS
7 CAUSES NOT BE       s FRIENDS       9 DESESPERATE US
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